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Mary Lou Kobayashi’s distinguished career spans over 38 years of dedicated service.  She began 

her career in 1975 in the Planning Division of the former Department of Planning and Economic 

Development (DPED).  She has been in leadership roles as the state planning function evolved 

Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT).  

a pivotal planning document that sets forth a long-range comprehensive plan for the state.   Mary 

Lou’s contributions allowed Hawai‘i to be the only state in the nation to enact a comprehensive 

Land Use District Boundary Review.  Mary Lou applied her planning and organizational 

skills in completing this daunting task that took approximately six years from the initiation of 

adoption of boundary amendment petitions (1992-1995).  

These are just a few of the many examples of Mary Lou’s outstanding leadership in planning.  Mary 

Lou has earned not only the award for 2014 APA- Hawai‘i Chapter Distinguished Leadership Award 

but also the respect and gratitude of those with whom she works and serves.

The jurors agree wholeheartedly that Mary Lou has been a solid and exemplary planner for many 

years.  She has an excellent grasp and deep knowledge of the issues that affect Hawai‘i and the 


