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The Statewide Pedestrian Master Plan, prepared for the Hawai`i State Department of  

Transportation, focuses on improving pedestrian safety while evaluating ways to enhance pedestrian 

mobility and accessibility to help create a multi-modal transportation system. The Plan prioritizes 

pedestrian infrastructure improvements and programs, promotes the Complete Streets vision for 

the state and counties, and fulfills federal requirements for multi-modal planning.

This Plan identifies ways to improve pedestrian safety through the: Engineering of infrastructures, 

Education of pedestrians and drivers, Encouragement of better pedestrian and driver awareness, 

Enforcement of existing pedestrian laws, Evaluation of new projects and programs, and Equity in 

serving the diverse needs of pedestrians. 

 The Plan was developed using a transparent and inclusive process that included extensive public 

participation through project committees, interagency coordination, and public workshops. As a 

result of the community-based plan development process, a prioritized list of geographic areas 

of concern and solutions were identified. Some project solutions have already been implemented.  

Performance measures were formulated to ensure evidence-based decision making and forecasting 

as well as to measure the Plan’s progress towards achieving its long-term goals and objectives.

To facilitate immediate use of the Plan, the Hawaii Pedestrian Toolbox was developed to  

encourage all planners and engineers to have better consideration of the pedestrian mode in our 

State. This comprehensive document provides design guidelines for the planning, design, construction, 

operation, and maintenance of pedestrian facilities. It presents best practices based on a compila-

tion of adopted practices from around the world and is tailored to the characteristics and context 

of Hawai`i. The Plan and Toolbox are available on the Department of Transportation website at   

http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/statewide-pedestrian-master-plan-and-hawaii-pedestrian-tool-

box/.

The APA Awards Jury felt the plan incorporates innovative concepts in transportation planning.   

It is the first statewide pedestrian plan for Hawaii, and its recommendations are transferable to 

other states. The careful, systematic review of relevant state and local policies as well as plans 

for each county helps to facilitate implementation of this innovative project.  By creating a sepa-

rate document called the “Toolbox”, users wishing to implement specific programs and design  

solutions are not encumbered by the other Master Plan elements necessary to support the creation 

and adoption of the plan as a whole. 
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EXHIBIT	7.7			Path	Components as the Bike Plan Hawaii, and the Oahu Bike Plan for 

more information. The recommended dimensions 

for shared use paths is 12 ft (3.7 m) desired minimum 

and with 2-ft-wide (0.6 m) shoulders on both sides. 

A 10-ft-wide (3.0 m) path may be acceptable where 

right-of-way is restricted, while a 14 ft-wide (4.3 

m) path may be best for heavy use. Exhibit 7.8 

also lists typical dimensions for recreational trails. 

Wider path widths of 11 to 14 ft (3.4 to 4.2m) 

are recommended in locations where a high 

percentage of use will be by pedestrians  

(30 percent or more of the total volume of use), 

as well as where there will be high use overall 

(more than 300 total users in the peak hour). 

A minimum of 11 ft (3.4 m) in width is needed to 

enable a bicycle to pass another path user going in 

the same direction at the same time another path 

user is approaching from the opposite direction. 

Wider paths are also recommended where:

•	 There will be significant use by inline skaters, 

adult tricycles, children, or other users that 

need more operating width;

•	 The path will be used by larger  

maintenance vehicles;
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Special Pedestrian Districts and
Site Design for Pedestrians

Delineated	walkways	through	
parking	lots

Connections	to	neighborhoods	
and	surrounding	areas

Easy	to	identify	building	entrances

Building	frontages	located	along	
streets	rather	than	parking	lots

Convenient	and	safe	access	to	
transit	and	adjacent	sidewalks

Alignment	of	walkways	for	
convenience	and	reduced		
travel	distances

Accessible	routes	of	travel	to	
and	from	the	site,	as	well	as	
throughout	the	site

Absence	of	barriers	to	pedestrian	
travel	(e.g.	walls,	ditches,	
landscaping,	or	roads	without	
safe	crossings)

Pedestrian-friendly	architectural	
design	(awnings,	active	frontages	
along	streets,	visible	and	well-lit	
building	entrances,	etc.)

PEDESTRIAN- 
FRIENDLY 
SITE DESIGN 
CHECKLIST

Buildings 
front 
onto 
streets

Connections 
to adjacent 
neighborhood

Plaza acts 
as focal 
point

Wide 
walkway 
welcomes 
pedestrian to 
storefront

Transit access 
directly to site

Articulated 
building 
edges 
create lively 
pedestrian 
spaces
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Paving 
pattern 
enlivens 
central axis.

Raised 
walkway 
across 
parking lot

Generous 
pedestrian 
drop-off zone

Clear pedestrian paths to all 
areas of the site

Continuous walkways 
connect all areas of 
the site

Shared 
Parking 
Lots
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Building layout creates 
pedestrian mall

Pocket Park or 
Gathering Space

EXHIBIT	9.1			A	Well	Designed	Site	for	Pedestrians
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•	•	 The path will be used by larger •	•	 The path will be used by larger 
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Site Design for PedestriansSite Design for Pedestrians

safesafe crossings)crossings)

Pedestrian-friendlyPedestrian-friendly architecturalarchitectural
designdesign (awnings,(awnings, activeactive frontagesfrontages
alongalong streets,streets, visiblevisible andand well-litwell-lit
buildingbuilding entrances,entrances, etc.)etc.)
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vendors, and public art are located. This zone 

provides a buffer between street traffic and the 

pedestrian through/travel zone. Dimensions for 

this zone can vary widely.  

If these areas are landscaped and contain 

street trees, a minimum width of 4 ft (1.2 m) is 

recommended. Certain trees may require more 

space. Involve a landscape architect and/or 

arborist in the design process to confirm special 

requirements. Other recommendations:

•	 Consolidate and organize furnishings to 

maximize public use and benefit.

•	 Provide paved areas across the furnishings 

zone where needed to allow pedestrian 

EXHIBIT	4.7			Functions	of	the	Pedestrian	Realm	Zones

Frontage Through Furnishings Edge Parking

Area along 
the right-
of-way that 
functions to 
provide space 
between 
the building 
façade, wall 
or fence and 
the through 
zone of the 
sidewalk

Obstacle-free space for clear 
pedestrian through travel 
that is often the primary 
walking area of the sidewalk

Primary buffer space 
between the active 
pedestrian walking area 
of the through zone and 
adjacent throughfares

Interface 
between the 
on-street 
parking or 
motor vehicle 
travel lane

Extension

Additional space for pedestrians and 
streetscape elements
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Once the initial area of concern locations were identified through the GIS analysis, the TAC and 

CAC “ground-truthed” the findings based on their technical and professional knowledge. They 

examined areas where the data showed overlapping areas of concern and areas where the data 

was outdated or inaccurate. The project team used these results to further refine the list of 

areas of concern. During this process, the TAC and CAC brought up locations that pedestrians 

had identified as needing improvements, and opportunity areas that could be coordinated with 

other ongoing or planned efforts. A total of six additional areas of concern were identified by 

the TAC and CAC. To incorporate the input from the public obtained during the first round of 

public outreach meetings, locations where public comments were received from three or more 

people were added to the list. A total of seventeen new areas of concern locations were identified 

through this public involvement process.

The public reviewed and validated the existing conditions analysis during 
the first round of public meetings.
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2.2.2	 Small	Group	Meetings	and	Individual	
Interviews
In addition to the TAC and CAC, smaller stakeholder meetings 

and individual interviews were conducted to help learn about 

interests and community-related programs and coordinate 

the Plan with other ongoing efforts. The meetings were 

also helpful to ensure consistency with other agencies and 

pedestrian efforts. Meetings were held with agencies such as 

the Honolulu Police Department and the state Department 

of Education and Department of Health. Presentations about 

the ongoing efforts were also made to the Oahu Metropolitan 

Planning Organization’s CAC.

2.2.3	 Public	Workshops
The project team conducted two sets of public workshops 

throughout the state to obtain input from the general public 

and to share information. 

• The first set of public workshops was held in July and 

August of 2010. These workshops were held in seven 

locations throughout the state: Hilo, Kona, Kahului, Lihue, 

Kapolei, Honolulu, and Kaneohe. The purpose of these 

workshops was to introduce the communities to the Plan, 

let the communities know how to participate and become 

involved in the Plan development process, and review and 

validate existing conditions of the statewide pedestrian 

network. The participants also shared their community’s 

values, concerns, and priorities related to walking 

opportunities and issues. 

• The second set of public workshops was held in March 

and April of 2011. These workshops were held in six 

locations throughout the state: Hilo, Kona, Kahului, Lihue, 

Honolulu, and Waianae. The purpose of these workshops 

was to inform the communities of the Plan’s vision and 

goals, educate the communities on the Hawaii Pedestrian 

Toolbox, and provide an update and get feedback on the 

proposed solutions to address the areas of concern. 

2.2.4	 Outreach	to	Special	Populations
The project team conducted outreach to Title VI and 

Environmental Justice communities in accordance with 

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address 

Environmental Justice in Minority and Low-Income Populations. 

Outreach efforts included advertisements in minority-focused 

news publications as well as direct outreach to minority-based 

organizations. Each public workshop was held in an accessible 

location and included access to language translators upon 

request. 

The public provided valuable 
input at the public workshops.
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FIGURE 4-4
County of Maui Areas of Concern

Haleakala Highway, Kula Highway 
near Makawao

Main Street, at Church Street and High Street intersections

Piilani Highway, at Moi Place intersection

Kaahumanu Avenue,  
Kahului Harbor

M2

M5

M7

Hana Highway, Paia Youth Center

M3

Mokulele Highway/Puunene Avenue

M6

LEGEND
Sidewalk on Both Sides
Sidewalk on One Side
No Sidewalk
Freeway
Local Roads

M4
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network. The participants also shared their community’s 
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locations throughout the state: Hilo, Kona, Kahului, Lihue, 

Honolulu, and Waianae. The purpose of these workshops 

was to inform the communities of the Plan’s vision and 

goals, educate the communities on the Hawaii Pedestrian 

Toolbox, and provide an update and get feedback on the 

proposed solutions to address the areas of concern. 

The public provided valuable 
input at the public workshops.
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throughout the state to obtain input from the general public throughout the state to obtain input from the general public 
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